[Guidelines for the management of acute stroke--2005].
Stroke is a major cause for morbidity and mortality in Israel, the third most common cause of death and the main cause for neurological disability among adults. Several significant breakthroughs occurred over recent years in the management of stroke, and acute stroke has increasingly been recognized as a medical emergency--a "brain attack" comparable to a "heart attack". Several new scientific publications, guidelines and consensus statements from Europe and North America necessitate a paradigm shift in the management of acute stroke. The guidelines focus on a number of issues: acute stroke as a medical emergency, dedicated stroke units, early reperfusion therapy for acute ischemic stroke, emergency management and general stroke treatment, use of diagnostic tests in the acute phase, and the prevention and treatment of complications.